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Operation Santa Claus Arrives. Alaskan Artist
Barbara Lavallee captures the overwhelming joy and pandemonium of
what happens when Santa & Mrs. Claus arrive with their elves and the
help of the Alaska National Guard in Alaska’s villages.
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Wow! What a Pumpkin!! Alaska Army National
Guard Captain Eric Barlow and his wife, Silvia, search for the
perfect pumpkin during the first traveling Military Commissary
visit to Bethel. Commissary workers took nearly 30,000
pounds of low-cost groceries aboard an Alaska Air National
Guard C-130H Hercules to the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta city to
make available for Guardmembers, military retirees, and their
families. The next grocery lift is set for Nome. (See story on
pages 10-11). Photo: Mark Farmer, Associated Press

Warriors is a commercial enterprise publication,
produced in partnership, quarterly, by the State of Alaska,
Department of Military & Veterans Affairs, PO Box 5800,
Camp Denali, Ft. Richardson, Alaska 99505-5800, phone
(907) 428-6031, fax 428-6035; and AQP Publishing Inc.,
8537 Corbin Drive, Anchorage, Alaska 99507. Views and
opinions expressed herein are not necessarily the official
views of, or endorsed by, the Departments of the Army
and Air Force, or the State of Alaska. All photos are Alaska
Department of Military & Veterans Affairs photos unless
otherwise credited. Circulation: 5,000.
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Distribution: Warriors is published for all current civilian employees,
military members, veterans, and their families, of the Alaska Department
of Military & Veterans Affairs. It is distributed, free of charge, via mail and
distribution, through each Division within the Department. It is also
available at our Web site: www.ak-prepared.com/dmva.

HOW TO REACH US

Letters: Letters to the editor must be signed and include the writer’s full
name and mailing address. Letters should be brief and are subject to
editing. Submissions: Print and visual submissions of general interest to
our diverse civilian employees, Alaska National Guard military members,

veterans and families are invited and encouraged. Please send articles and
photos with name, phone number, e-mail, complete mailing address
and comments to:

Warriors Magazine
Alaska Department of Military & Veterans Affairs
Office of Public Affairs
PO Box 5800, Camp Denali
Ft Richardson, AK 99505-5800
(907) 428-6031 / Fax 428-6035



Something that provides a challenge * Something that provides training
Something that pays well « Something that provides benefits
Something that is exclusive * Something that lets you see the United States
Something that is fulfilling ® Something that can make a difference

You may have just found it!

AQP Publishing, Inc. is a nationwide publishing company that has contracts with both Active Duty military bases,
Associations, Organizations and Guard and Guard/Reserve Installations.We provide an atmosphere

that has no income limits and gives individuals the eppertunity to run their own book of business.

We have opportunities that open up periodically all over the country.
If you have an interest in learning and growing with our company, let's talk!

Call the National Sales Manager at (907) 562-9300 or fax us your resume at (907) 562-9311
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Dispatclﬁes from

@ the Front...

| rjurecl Hunter Saved Near McGrath

MCcGRATH...A 60-year-old injured hunter near McGrath was rescued by the Air
National Guard’s 210th Rescue Squadron in late September.

A representative with the Alaska National Guard Rescue Coordination Center, at
Camp Denali, said the man was hunting with three friends when he fell and hurt his
shoulder sometime Sunday, Sept. 19. The group had a satellite phone with them and
called Alaska State Troopers and Alaska Air Taxi, the carrier that transported the hunters
to the area, for assistance.

Extreme fog prompted Troopers to ask the RCC to recover the injured hunter. The
RCC tasked an Alaska Air National Guard HC-130 Hercules fixed wing aircraft and an
HH-60 Pavehawk helicopter shortly before 9:30 a.m., Sept. 20.

“It took awhile to reach the injured man because of the weather conditions,” said
Master Sergeant Carla Fielding, a controller with the RCC.

The hunter was taken to McGrath, and subsequently moved to Kulis ANG Base, then
on to Providence Hospital in an ambulance.

“He was in severe pain but very happy to be rescued and out of there,” said Senior
Master Sergeant Paul Reddington, who assisted in the rescue. m

Elementar9 Students Create Mars Base Prototgpe
Guard and NASA Promote Science in "Teaching from Space" Program

CAMP DENALLI... Students from Mount Spurr and Ursa Major Elementary schools,
in Anchorage and Ft. Richardson, took part in an
absolutely out-of-this-world learning experience, working
directly with NASA, thanks to the resources of the Alaska
National Guard.

“As part of the National Guard’s STARBASE program,
two Alaska fifth- and sixth-grade classes video-linked with
students from West Virginia, Virginia and Texas in space
engineering design teams,” said Kalei Brooks, public infor-
mation officer for the Alaska National Guard.

They created a three-dimensional model for a Mars
Surface Living Habitat that could safely house and protect a
human crew from the Martian elements. After the exercise,
students presented their conclusions to a panel of NASA
educational facilitators via a video-conferencing link that is
made possible through the National Guard’s Distributive
2 = Training Technology Project.

The STARBASE program is designed for students ages 6 through 18 to enhance
their math and science skills. The course principally exposes at-risk children and their
teachers to real world applications of math and science through experiential learning,
simulations and experiments in aviation and space related fields. m

Alaskans Ensure SuPPort to Hurricaned Florida

PUNTA GORDA, Florida...A team of Alaskans, including staff with the Division of
Homeland Security & Emergency Management, the Department of Health & Social
Services, as well as the Division of Forestry provided the State of Florida assistance in
the wake of four Hurricanes — Charley, Frances, Ivan and Jeanne. Emergency
Management Specialist George Coyle returned home after serving two weeks as a
logistics specialist, ensuring food and water got to the affected residents. Kerre Fisher
and Jim Mackin (DHSS), and DHS&EM’s Robert Gioffre along with Janet Ladd
(DOF) returned after fulfilling assignments in the Florida Emergency Operations
Center in Tallahassee. m
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* Hourly Science Demonstrations

* Permanent and Traveling Exhibits

* Aurora Borealis and Galaxy Shows
in our Planetarium

* Large Reptile Collection

* Crabs, Sea Anemones & Sea Urchins

* Giant Bubbles in our Bubble Lab

* The Best Science Store in Alaska!

HOURS: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm, Sun Noon-5pm
COST: $5.50 Adults/55.00 Kids (2-12) & Seniors

737 West Sth Ave #G (between G & H Streets)
Anchorage, AK 89301-2129
Phone: 307-276-3179, Fax: 907-258-4306
www.imaginarium.org




Regimcntal Traditions
Exchangcc]

Story by Colour Sergeant Ellis
Charles, 3rd (Volunteer) Battalion,
Princess of Wales Royal Regiment

CANTERBURY, England...After
a 27-hour overseas trip, | finally
arrived in Anchorage from the
United Kingdom to start an
adventure of a lifetime.

| joined the Alaska Army
National Guard’s 207th Infantry
Group’s Long Range Surveillance
(Airborne) Detachment, and in
turn, Sergeant First Class Troy
Arnett took my place in the Close
Reconnaissance Platoon, 3rd
Battalion, Princes of Wales’ Royal
Regiment ‘Tigers.’

This exchange program allows
soldiers from the U.S. and U.K.
to temporarily switch units to
experience military service from
another country’s perspective.

| found my new Alaska
detachment, which provides
airborne entry capability, to be
very similar to the British Close
Recce Platoon. During the first
week, | trained the detachment
on various field problems while

observing some of their training
methods. | was quite surprised

Welcome Home. Ten Alaska Air National Guard members
returned home after serving more than seven months in Iraq as truck

to see how similar our
tactics were.

drivers with the Army. Master Sergeant Jon Gibson, Technical Sergeant
Kevin Johnson, Staff Sergeants Byron Lee and Bill Walden, and Senior
Airman Jay Mendoza, of the 176th Logistics Resource Squadron at Kulis

During the first few field
exercises, bears and moose began
to emerge. | found it certainly

ANG Base, were among the first home. Five members of the 168th Air
Refueling Wing also took part in the action. Photo: Senior Master Sergeant
Paul D. Charron, 176th Wing
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When in Mongolia. Camels, horses and
jeeps are common transport in rural areas. Photo: Staff
Sergeant Ken Denny, 117th MPAD

focused your field craft skills -
when you knew you were not the top
of the food chain out there.

Weapon and vehicle checks were
done during the first few days of
Annual Training. The vehicles ranged
from the HUMV to a vehicle they refer
to as a SUSV (an articulated tracked
vehicle) we know as a BV 206 used
in Norway.

One interesting experience | had
while part of the American detachment
was going out in uniform at the end of
the working day. On one occasion, |
went with a group of soldiers to a restau-
rant in uniform — something | felt a little

4

odd doing because British soldiers
seldom don their uniforms in public
after work.

But that wasn’t the only surprise
during this outing. At the end of the
meal, our waitress brought us the check
and told us someone in the restaurant
had paid for our meals. Written on the
bill: “Your service is appreciated.”

My next eye-opening experience was
out on a civilian range at the end of the
first week. The guys had the opportunity
to bring their own firearms to the range
for some instruction within the detach-
ment. | fired pistols of every calibre from

.22 up to .44 and pump action to
repeating shotguns.

I was lucky to go on one flight trip
past Mount McKinley, highest mountain
in North America. This was a fantastic
flight — four ships practicing formation
flying. It was an excellent chance to see
more of the state — even if it was at 50
feet, at about 150 mph.

My exchange finished all too early.

I have to thank my hosts for a truly
excellent exchange. LRSD soldiers were
excellent in their training methods and
dedication. m
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Regimental Traditions. When the Princess of Wales’ 3 My 4

3rd (Volunteer) Battalion Colour Sergeant Ellis Charles arrived at
Camp Denali he found that he had more in common with the Scouts
of the Alaska Army National Guard than he’d counted on. The
Territorial Army, of which Ellis is a member, is similar to the Guard in
that it is usual for family members and friends to serve in the same
units for generations. The training, responsibilities, and expectations
are similar as well. Photo: Staff Sergeant Ken Denny, 117th MPAD

- J S j o x| | of public affairs for the Alaska
45 .".'ﬁ“ﬁ_ i National Guard. “They are

from Wasilla, Palmer, the
Mat-Su, Anchorage and the
Y-K Delta.” m
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Scouts Head to lraq

JUNEAU...A company of Army
National Guard troops was
mobilized Sept. 10 by President
George W. Bush, with con-
currence of Governor Frank

H. Murkowski, as part of an
involuntary call-up of Guard
units from several states to
support the war in Irag.

About 130 soldiers of A
Company, Third Battalion
(Scout), 297th Infantry,
headquartered in Juneau, were
activated by the call. Their
activation is expected to last up
to 18 months.

The Department of Defense
issued orders for the call-up of
nearly 60 National Guard and
Reserve units from more than a

Red Star Wall. General Paul V. Hester, Commanding
General for Pacific Air Forces (PACAF) inspects the
plagues commemorating intercepts of Russian aircraft into
Alaskan airspace. Hester was touring the Control Center of
Alaska's North American Aerospace Command site at
Elmendorf Air Force Base. The Alaska Air National Guard's
176th ACS recently took over operational activities from
the Air Force. Photo: Staff Sergeant Ken Denny, 117th MPAD

dozen states. This is the first
federal call-up of an Alaska
National Guard infantry unit
since World War 1.

“The President has asked
and I’'ve concurred with the

Power of Friendship. Mongolia and Alaska’s partnership is
continuing to increase in depth and value as exchanges and visits move
forward. Photo: Staff Sergeant Ken Denny, 117th MPAD

involuntary call-up of a portion
of our Alaska Army National
Guard troops for duty in the
global war on terror. We’re
extremely proud of their selfless
service in our communities,
throughout our state and now to
America in this time of need,”

Missile Defenders Increase
Story by Kalei Brooks

FORT GREELY...About 50 Alaska
National Guardsmen were called to
Federal Active Duty adding support of
military police at the Fort Greely Missile
Defense Site.

Soldiers from B Company, 297th
Support Battalion, and C Company, 2nd
Battalion (Scout), 297th Infantry began
serving a 12-month deployment in
October. They began their early train-up
and pre-mobilization activities at Camp
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Denali and Fort Richardson before
moving north to Fort Greely.

These soldiers will be joining 40
guardsmen, from B Company, 1st
Battalion (Scout), 297th Infantry, who
previously deployed in April. They are
working along with the Army National
Guard’s Military Police Company already
on the ground at Fort Greely. The
soldiers underwent training in prepara-
tion for working “inside of the wire” to
help secure the site and will be extended
for up to one year.

“This team of soldiers is among our
very best,” said Major Mike Haller, chief

Murkowski said.

“These are our families, our
neighbors, our friends. They go forward
with our thoughts and prayers and with
the knowledge that Alaskans across our
state await their safe return,” the
Governor said.

The battalion has elements located
throughout Southeast and Southcentral
Alaska. The unit had 30 days to gather at
Fort Richardson for its pre-mobilization
station before departing to their duty
assignments. The unit was assigned to
blend with the 29th Infantry Brigade from
Hawaii that is bound for Irag. m
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Major General Craig E. Campbell

Ready to Serve — Our Simple Vision Statement Has Truly Become Our Motto

As We Defend Our Homeland

It is no accident that our soldiers, airmen and our civilian
employees are looked to for support in these days when the needs
of our nation and our neighbors are so great. For our part, we are
doing everything possible to be ready when called upon.

In recent months, our Division of Homeland Security &
Emergency Management answered calls from Florida to assist
with its recovery from a series of terrible hurricanes and storms.
And when you think about it, who better? We know about severe
weather, earthquakes, tsunamis and the like. We were ready.

As the War on Terror continues, we’re responding to the calls
of our nation. For the first time in 63 years, we’ve deployed one
of our Infantry units to a combat zone. Alpha Company, 3rd
Battalion, 297th Infantry is headed to Iraq as part of the 29th
Infantry Brigade.

Other Army and Air Guard units have been to Kosovo and
Afghanistan. Individuals and small units went to Iraq, Kuwait,
Pakistan, Afghanistan, the Philippines, Russia and elsewhere.

At home, as American scientists and military technicians have

Commissioner, Alaska Department of Military & Veterans Affairs

put the finishing touches on our Ground Based National Missile
Defense program at Ft. Greely, we’ve risen to meet the
challenges. More than 100 soldiers from B Company, 1st
Battalion, 297th Infantry and B Company, 297th Support
Battalion were deployed to support the operational requirements
of the Alaska Army National Guard’s 49th Space & Missile
Defense Battalion.

At Clear AFS and the Regional Air Operations Center at
Elmendorf AFB, Air National Guard airmen are integrating into
the operational art of Space Defense of North America. Nearly
250 airmen and officers operate the two unique missions —
representing our commitment to meet America’s needs.

We know that there are other assignments and deployments
coming our way. We also know our families, our neighbors,
and employers of our traditional Guard members make our
successes possible. Clearly, our nation would suffer without their
commitment. Because of them, we are Ready to Serve. May God
bless America. Always. m

THE WORK OF ALASKAN WATERCOLOR ARTIST

“Mama, Do You Love Me?" Book
10th Anniversary Edition
Written by Barbara Joosse
lNustrated by Barbara Lavallee

Asst. Ornaments

FEATURED AT GIFT SHOPS
AND FINE ART GALLERIES
THROUGHOUT ALASKA
INCLUDING

Artigue Lid.

277-1603 ¥ 314 G Street
Downtown Anchorage
www.artiqueltd.com
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Joint Forces

FORT GREELY...Soldiers from the 49th

Space & Missile Defense Battalion
(Ground-based Midcourse Defense)
participated in the second Force
Protection Exercise in September.

The unit is part of the nation’s
emerging missile defense program
designed to protect the United States
from ballistic missile attacks. The
program is scheduled to have limited
defensive capabilities this fall.

This Force Protection Exercise, the
second of three, was designed to test
security forces assigned to guard the
Missile Field Complex. According to
Sergeant Major Ramon Martinez, exer-
cise observer and controller, the exercise
was a continuation from the first one.

“The exercises are specifically
designed to train and test the security
forces by making each exercise increas-

ingly more difficult and challenging than
the previous one,” Martinez said.

Some of the difficulties faced by
security forces during this exercise were
cold weather, sustained 48-hour opera-
tions and reaction to a more determined
group of protesters who had a history of
destructive behavior. Mock protesters —
soldiers from the Alaska Army National
Guard who volunteered to participate —
picketed along the fence line of the
Missile Field Complex while Department
of the Army civilian police and Guard
security forces protected the area.

Prior to the exercise, soldiers received
training on the Rules of Engagement
(ROE) and Rules of Use of Force (RUF)
in a peacetime, non-armed conflict from
Major Michael Burmeister, an
operational law attorney with Space &
Missile Defense Command.

Ready to Serve

#,9 %
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Second Force Protection Exercise Challenges Fort Greely Soldiers

Story and Photos by Sergeant Sara Storey, 100th GMD Public Affairs

The RUF provides for the use of
deadly force if necessary, as a last resort,
to defend property designated as vital to
national security or to protect people
from serious injury or death. The ROE is
used when performing operations in
combat situations or defending against an
attack against the United States, accord-
ing to Burmeister.

“This exercise built on previous
training,” Burmeister said. “Using the
ROE and RUF properly requires security
forces to think on their feet — this is a job
for highly motivated and intelligent
people. These Soldiers have shown
dedication and haven’t been responding
with knee-jerk reactions — they’ve been
thinking things through and properly
using what they’ve been taught.” m

Missile Defense: Up Close and Personal. Alaska Army National Guard soldiers, assigned to help defend the Missile Defense Complex at Ft. Greely, use a wide range
of techniques, technologies, and vehicles to get their mission accomplished. From armed Hummers, to all-terrain vehicles and snowmachines, soldiers are able to complete their tasks.
Mock protesters are routinely used to help train troops during Force Protection exercises.
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Fducation

Good News for Soldier-Scholars

Tuition Support Increases to Meet Needs, Hopes, Dreams, Opportunities
Story by Specialist Kelsea Vandergriff, 117th MPAD

CAMP DENALLI...Good news for
soldiers pursing higher education — the
Alaska Army National Guard will now
fund 100-percent federal tuition
assistance for its soldiers.

“The Army National Guard has
decided to award 100-percent tuition
assistance to its members as a result of a
decision about recruiting incentives,” said
Lieutenant Colonel Jerry Kidrick, educa-
tion officer for the Guard. Previously,
Army Guard soldiers received 75-percent
federal tuition assistance, and the
remainder was covered by state tuition
funds. The state money available was split
between Army Guard, Air Guard and
Naval Militia members.

“The effect on Alaska is that all state
tuition assistance now will be available to
solely the Naval Militia and Air Guard,”
Kidrick said.

Air Guard and Naval Militia members
attending a University of Alaska
school must apply for tuition assistance
starting Dec. 15, 2004, using TAG Form
621-5R and submitting the required
documentation.

Army Guard soldiers must apply for
tuition assistance as soon as they have
registered using DA Form 2171 and the
school-issued proof of registration.

$20,000 JROTC Grant. Major General
Craig Campbell, Adjutant General (right), with
Brigadier General Craig Christensen (left) present
Nome Junior ROTC with a special $20,000 grant for
their new program.
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For all members attending an in-state
school other than a University of Alaska
school or attending an in-state training or
certification program, no application start
date applies. Complete TAG Form 629-A,
and submit it with the appropriate docu-
mentation as soon as you are registered.

Guard soldiers pursuing a master’s
degree should speak with the Education
Support Officer when applying for tuition
assistance.

To clarify, all eligible Guard or Militia
members applying for any form of tuition
assistance are required to provide appro-
priate supporting documentation issued
by the school. This documentation must
include tuition and fees, class schedule
and student identification number. For
UA students, the best document is the
UA-issued Schedule/Bill.

“The result of this change is there
should be sufficient funding for
education for Alaska Guard and Militia
members in the future.” Kidrick said.

“Also important is member use of the
program in accordance with policy
guidance and directives. It’s important
that service members take the time to
accurately fill out forms and obtain the
proper paperwork from their secondary
and post secondary education facilities

and to get all the required signatures
prior to submission.”

For all tuition assistance recipients,
any changes in academic status
must be reported to the ESO immediately.
Failure to report such changes in status
can jeopardize your continued use of the
tuition assistance program.

“This decision by the National Guard
Bureau to fund 100 percent of tuition
and approved fees is a new era for Army
Guard members. It’s a great recruiting
incentive that we hope will have a positive
impact on our organization,” he said.

“There are obvious benefits to a more
educated National Guard — not only for
our organization but for the state as a
whole,” he said. “Additionally, many
members can use the education acquired
in the National Guard for post National
Guard employment.”

Forms are available online at
www.ak-prepared.com/dmva. They must
be completed correctly to ensure that
tuition assistance applications are
processed in a timely manner. Contact
Lieutenant Colonel Jerry Kidrick at
907-428-6403. m

IN-Step For Success. Nome High School Junior ROTC Program is well underway as one of the newest and
most successful in America. Students are learning leadership, scholarship and citizenship.
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Veterans

’ *T Jerry Beale APPointed
Veterans Affairs
Coordinator

True to the Homeland, True to Veterans.
Governor Frank H. Murkowski appointed Jerry Beale to become
Alaska’s new Veterans Affairs Coordinator. Beale, who’d most
recently served as a Special Assistant to the Commissioner for
Communications, took up the post the newly appointed State
Senator Charlie Huggins vacated. Beale previously served as a
member of Mayor George Wuerch’s administration. He is an
Air Force veteran who retired as a Chief Master Sergeant.

Huggins to Fill Vacant Senate District H Seat

PALMER...Charlie Huggins was appointed Sept 24 by Governor Frank H. Murkowski
to fill the State Senate seat for District H, vacated by the resignation of Scott Ogan.

“Charlie Huggins will serve the people of District H well,” Murkowski said. “As a
veteran, volunteer and public servant he has shown strong leadership and a desire to
serve people. | look forward to working with Charlie in the upcoming session.”

Huggins received his bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from Florida State
University in 1969 and a master’s degree in personnel management in 1980 from
Webster University. A decorated combat veteran, Huggins retired as a Colonel in 1994
from Fort Richardson where he served as Senior Army Advisor to the Alaska Army
National Guard. He served as Alaska’s Veterans Affairs Coordinator with the
Department of Military & Veterans Affairs.

Huggins is a member of the Wasilla Bible Church and has been active in the
community, serving on numerous veterans’ and service organizations, school PTA's and
coaching youth basketball and football.

Huggins will serve out the remaining two years of Ogan’s four-year term. m

Basketball League

| Begins 16 November 04 |

Start Recruiting Players For Your Team

For League Information and Questions,

Contact Brad Bagley at 873-2696,

Sign up your team of the
Ft Greely Fitness Center Today!

The League is open to EVERYONE
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When Only The
Best Will Do...

Call Linford.

Forover }ﬂm,:an, wie've been

Ivi inest ingredients o
:mn‘:ﬁml calerics,
We specinlize in p wide variely of
products.. I we don't have what you

need in stock — we'll do our best io
find it, apder ot and deliver it 1o you!

Canll wey roday ar $07-272-5050
ar J-Rif-F35-5905,

Let us demonstrnte the
Alnskan difference.

o ALASKA, INC,
_ WHOLESALE FOODS
H F Sk 1 .

.u% m

OUTFITTING U.S.A.
MILITARY PERSONNEL WORLDWIDE

SINCE 1974

ALASHKA MOUNTAINEERING + HIKING
2633 SPEMNARD ROAD ANCHORAGE, AK

TEL: BOT. 2721811 E: AMHEALASKANET

backpacks » boots « camping gear » skis



< Ultimate Shopping Cart

Story and Photos By Specialist Kelsea Vandergriff, 117th MPAD

Commissary Shopping - A Rarely Experienced Benefit. Guardsmen, their families and public health employees take advantage of low prices at the first-ever
Bethel case lot sale. DeCA and the Alaska National Guard teamed up to bring groceries to the village at a substantial savings to residents.

BETHEL...It wasn’t your typical stop at the local market, but
then again, grocery shopping in Bethel, Alaska, never really is.

The Alaska National Guard and Defense Commissary Agency
(DeCA) joined ranks to deliver groceries to Alaska Bush
residents for the first time ever.

“There was a lot of coordination with the Guard in terms of
phone calls, e-mails and logistics,” said Ermies (Ami)
Hernandez, Anchorage Area Commissary Store Administrator.
“Mr. Turpin, the previous store director coordinated the
Memorandum of Understanding between Major General Craig
E. Campbell, Adjutant General of the Alaska National Guard,
and the Defense Commissary Agency (Western Pacific Region/
Anchorage Area Commissary). It took more than a year and a
half to get it finalized.”

That memorandum allows the commissary to deliver case lots
of groceries to members of the Alaska National Guard in villages
on a quarterly basis. The trial run was to Bethel, which is located
on the Kuskokwim River, 40 miles inland from the Bering Sea. It
lies in the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge, 400 air miles
west of Anchorage. There are no roads to Bethel.

“The agreement is established to deliver goods three times a
year, not just here, but to Nome and Kotzebue (above the Arctic
Circle) as well,” Hernandez said.

Chief Warrant Officer Bruce Perry, Bethel operations officer,

10

has been pushing for such an event since the mid-1980s. He is
more than happy to witness the event—and do a little grocery
shopping as well.

“This just lights me up. 1 am so happy,” he said. “Compared
to Bethel prices, it’s at least a 50 percent saving on every item
here — sometimes it could be as much as 80 percent. | wish
everyone from the commissary could go down and check out
prices downtown. It’s very expensive.”

Hernandez noted she had scheduled a pricing survey to be
completed comparing the items brought in for the case lot sale
with local items.

One of Perry’s goals was to extend this benefit to the more
than 50 surrounding villages.

“This is just a wonderful benefit that people in the Bush
rarely get to take advantage of,” Perry explained. “A few people
have come up from villages and they’re just shocked and happy
at the prices. One person, a private pilot, flew himself up here,
loaded up his plane and flew home.” That person was retired
Sergeant First Class James Charles of Tuntutuliak, a village
approximately 50 miles south of Bethel.

“In the village, groceries are pretty high [priced]. For a can
of evaporated milk, it costs $1.75 per can—on sale—coffee is
more than $10 a can,” Charles said as he glanced at his pile of
goods including more than the average amount of cans of coffee
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and evaporated milk. “I got some coffee and a lot of other stuff we
use every day.”

In Alaska villages, fruit and vegetables are a rarity and a treat. “I
spoil my family buying produce out of the grocery stores here,” he
said. “I fly into Bethel every week when the weather is good. When
the weather is bad, | take a snowmachine in the winter and a boat in
the summer.”

Commissary shopping is not new to Charles, but commissary
shopping close to home is definitely different. “I have been shopping
at the commissary in Anchorage since | retired from the Guard in
1982,” he explained. “I fly in commercially and ship
the stuff out from Anchorage, but the shipping gets expensive.”

But there’s another side to the story other than cheap groceries.

“One of the things we do here in Alaska is to provide an emer-
gency disaster relief capability,” explained Lieutenant Colonel Tom
Lawrence, with the 176th Wing at Kulis ANG Base. “If we ever need
to get into an area like this, this [commissary run] helps us to think of
all the things we would have to do logistically to load the plane with
supplies, and once we arrive to download those supplies and take
care of the logistics upon arrival.”

Another similar training exercise Alaska Guardsmen
conduct yearly is Operation Santa Claus where they bring gifts,
clothing, books and school supplies to approximately 18 villages
across Alaska.

“We haven’t done a mission like this — we do Operation Santa
Claus and take Santa, and Mrs. Claus to villages, but they usually
don’t go shopping at the commissary ahead of time,” he said. “I was
surprised at the turnout, but | think it’s one of those nice surprises
that benefits everyone out here. It’s nice to know that we can help
take care of our fellow Guardsmen.” m
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Fresh Pumpkins for Thanksgiving. Rebeca Flynn, 3, reaches in
to find the perfect pumpkin at the first-ever case lot sale at Bethel’s National Guard
Hangar. Rebecca is the daughter of Sergeant First Class Felix Flynn of Bethel.
Pumpkins are a rare food in rural villages — especially at such a bargain price.
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617th Air Control Squadron Deactivates; Mission Moves to Alaska Air Guard’s 176th ACS

ELMENDORF AFB...Defending the
Homeland is one of the key missions of
the Air National Guard and on Oct. 1,
the Alaska Air National Guard officially
took over operations of the Air Force’s
Regional Air Operation Center.

According to officials, the mission of
the air control squadron is to provide
ready teams to operate and maintain the
Alaskan North American Aerospace
Defense Command (NORAD) Regional
Air Operations Center.

“This represented a significant move
forward on the part of our Air Force and
the Alaska Air National Guard,” said
Brigadier General Tim Scott, Alaska Air
National Guard commander.

“We’re very proud of our partnership

384 Alaska businesses.

12

The natural gas industry in the Cook Inlet is changing.
Relationships that paid dividends to Alaska for years
now face an uncharted future. Agrium Kenai Nitrogen
Operations is caught in this evolution because it

needs a new, long-term gas supply.

The fertilizer plant provides a strong economic anchor
through its commitment to Alaska hire - 230 good-
paying jobs - and local purchases - $77 million from

Today, Agrium aggressively seeks new gas supplies and
encourages additional exploration. But there are no
easy answers in this changing marketplace — just a firm
commitment from Agrium to find a long-term solution.

For information on developments visit

with the 611th Air Control Squadron,
and its willingness to make the transfor-
mation and transition of this mission
from the active duty forces to the Air
National Guard. This is a key element in
defending our homeland.

“We witnessed the deactivation of the
11th Air Force’s 611th ACS and celebrat-
ed the activation of the 176th Air Control
Squadron as a significant mission and
component of the Alaska Air National
Guard,” he added.

According to Col. Eugene O’Nale,
611th Air Operations Group
Commander, the turnover from the active
duty component to the Alaska Air
National Guard is a positive step that will
continue the success of the Alaska North

American Air Defense Region’ mission.
“The Air National Guard is a force
multiplier and vital component of our Air

Force,” said O’Nale. “This transition to
Alaska Air National Guard was crucial
for ensuring continuity in the air sover-
eignty mission by providing experts who
will continue to live and work in Alaska.”

Officials stated that during the past
several years, both active duty and Alaska
Air National Guard members have
migrated into the unit to prepare for the
change to an all-Guard unit. The new
176th ACS, with support from Canadian
Forces elements, will continue to conduct
24-hour Alaska NORAD Region and
11th Air Force air sovereignty and theater
air control operations. m
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‘Eyes of the North’. The Alaska Air National Guard was on the receiving end of an Air Force initiative transferring the 611th Air Control Squadron to the Air National Guard. The
new unit is now known as the 176th Air Control Squadron — part of the 176th Wing, of the Alaska Air National Guard. More than 120 airmen and officers are assigned with full time duties
operating the Regional Air Operations Center at Elmendorf AFB, Alaska. Another two dozen Guardmembers will serve in their traditional, or part-time roles, with the Center. Photo: Staff Sergeant
Ken Denny, 117th MPAD
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Guard’s Tradition Brings Holiday Gifts, Hope, Mirth, Sweetness and More

Story by Major Mike Haller, Alaska National Guard

Santa and Guard Elves Bring Joy to Young and Old Alike. Alaska’s National Guard has
provided the backbone of Santa’s pre-Christmas warm-up flights for 48 years. Photo: Staff Sergeant Ken Denny, 117th MPAD

In the Far North of Alaska...Winds
blow a brisk whirling chill across the
tundra. Temperatures have departed
south. Snow is falling. Cocoa and
cookies are at the ready. Telltale signs
are all about.

If you're a child, or simply young at
heart, you know where real warmth is to
be found. And you can hardly form the
words, lest you spill the magic into the
air. The best season is upon us.

Once again, Operation Santa Claus
is underway. Even now, legions of
elves are readying the sleigh that will
carry Santa and Mrs. Claus on their far-
flung adventures.

The elves, and their friends at the
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Alaska National Guard, have been busy
preparing for the series of annual trips
that bring a gift of the holiday spirit to
children and families at remote villages
across Alaska.

“It is always such a joy to share in the
spirit of the season with our fellow
Alaskans,” says Major General Craig E.
Campbell, Adjutant General of the Alaska
National Guard. “We’re very fortunate to
have this privilege and so many kind
partners to help us in this effort.”

Operation Santa Claus, with its
Alaska National Guard partners, delivers
toys, clothing, books, school supplies
and even water. “Our volunteer elves
work year-round to bring all of this

together,” Campbell says. “We simply
could not do any of it without their
generosity and selfless determination to
see this succeed.”

Elves, themselves, point out that
they typically visit more than 3,000
youngsters, prior to the ‘big day’ each
year. In recent times, as an example,
Santa and Mrs. Claus and elves have
visited Gambell, Ft. Greely, Venetie,
Moose Pass and more than a dozen
other villages across Alaska down into
Southeast in their annual preparation for
Christmas Eve.

Faith and works. Santa’s Guard gift-
lift began in 1956. It was, from the start,
an answer to a kindly, simple prayer
offered on behalf of nearly 200 children
who wouldn’t have had any Christmas.

Spring floods denied a fishing
season that year. The drought that
followed stole away the four-legged food
that hunters and trappers would
normally have gathered for their families
and the children of the orphanage. Every
bit of money the Mission had was used
to pay for food to be shipped in. As
Christmas loomed it appeared that
nothing was left for the children — this
weighed heavily on the hearts of the
Sisters who ran the Mission.

It has been said, by those who knew
her that the St. Mary’s miracle began as
a sweet prayer whispered by Mother
Superior on behalf of her family.

The notion to write a letter
explaining their extraordinary need came
into her heart and the letter found its
way to members of the Alaska Air
National Guard’s 144th Airlift Squadron
in Anchorage.

The request was simple, much as her
prayer, the children needed to have
Christmas — the food, the basics were
covered. However, there was a need for
all children to have toys. Ask any kid and
they’ll agree.

She recognized the greater need: to
have their spirits lifted with laughter on
their lips, fun in their play, and a sense
of the joy that overcomes both the giver
and receiver of the gift.
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Radio and television stations and the
two Anchorage newspapers spread the
word across the city. Within just a few
days, Alaska Air Guard members received
generous donations of both new and used
toys from people all over the community.
After fixing any worn parts and painting
them like new, they handed them over to
the elves for delivery aboard one of their
own C-123J Provider, an aptly-named
aircraft, to St. Marys Mission.

The truth is Santa liked this mission
so well that he continued it for over 20
years as a single destination warm-up.

As time passed, other villages, schools
and groups invited Operation Santa
Claus to visit.

In the years since it began, literally
tens of thousands of Alaskan school-
children and their families have enjoyed

ﬁﬁ; WITH MORE THAN

48 YEARS OF SERVICE

Santa and Mrs. Claus’s company and the
gracious gifts the elves prepared.

Not just a jingle-bell view. The
enterprise could get overwhelming. “Your
heart cannot help but smile, though,
when you look into the eyes of each of
these wonderful children — so full of joy
and life,” Mrs. Claus says.

“And it’s the same way, only different,
when the elders step forward — you can
actually see the child-like sweetness settle
upon their faces,” added Santa.

“We want folks to know that just
because the Alaska Air National Guard
use their mighty C-130 Hercules aircraft
and the Alaska Army National Guard use
their rugged UH-60 Blackhawk helicop-
ters and the C-23B+ Sherpa fixed wing
aircraft, doesn’t mean the reindeer get a
free ride in any of this,” say the elves.

“Dasher, Dancer, Donner, and Blitzen
are older, but they’ve not lost a step of
quickness to get airborne at the right
time when it’s their turn.”

Santa’s whole body shakes as he
laughs and nods his head in agreement.
Yes, the telltale signs are all about.

* % %

Though St. Marys Mission closed
many years ago, the memories of those
who called it home linger still. Ask any
one of them about Operation Santa Claus
and the smiles onto their faces lead to a
ready gleam in their eyes.

The prayers of a saintly Sister echo
lightly on the ears and profoundly in the
hearts of all who both give and receive. m

(See editor’s note on next page.)

i

»n | UJAR FORee

Each Year Operation Santa Claus Visits 15 to 18 Alaskan Villages...as they warm up for the big event of Christmas Eve. Santa & Mrs. Claus took the
elves and shared a great time with the children and families of the Bering Straits village of Wales during one recent trip. Photos: Mark Farmer, Associated Press
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A Village-style Parade for Santa Claus. Operation Santa Claus had a dog-day in Venetie, well above the Arctic Circle. The dogs, who've really never been very fond of
the reindeer, felt they had something to prove to Santa, and they did as they raced into the village. Photos: Specialist Kelsea Vandergriff, 117th MPAD

Editor’s Note. ...

Operation Santa Claus...Behind the Curtain

The Santa Claus Show. Well-known radio personality Jim
Robbins emcees much of the Santa Claus Show entertainment.
He’s been joined, at different times, by such headliners as the
Air Force Band of the Pacific, Brigham Young University’s
Living Legends — Native American song and dance group, the
Balloonatics, local story tellers and dancers and numerous
performers. Santa and Mrs. Claus have also been joined by
well known Alaska artists Barbara Lavallee, Chad Carpenter
and James Morris. The K-Bear and other critters appear to
delight the children.

Warming the Spirit. Toys, toys, toys! What would
Christmas be like without special toys for the children? With
the Salvation Army at the lead of collecting toys, and support
from Canadian Forces, the Military Spouse’s Club, the
Non-Commissioned Officers Academy and the Top Three
Non-Commissioned Officer’s group at ElImendorf AFB, Sam’s
Club, Costco, WAL-MART, and many others, toy collection is
a great success. At least the kids think so.

Warming Heart & Hand. About nine years ago, Operation
Santa Claus began collecting new and slightly used clothes.
Anchorage’s school children and young adults are very
generous — most people consider it as lost and found — we like
to think of it as gift giving. We acquire some 20,000 unclaimed
items annually with the help of the Anchorage School District.
Numerous churches donate as well.

Volunteers sort through and organize mountains of
clothing that arrive at Operation Santa Claus’ Workshop. It’s
moved on to one of several volunteer cleaners that include
Candy’s Cleaners, Peacock Cleaners and the military’s
QuarterMaster Laundry on Ft. Richardson.

Once cleaned, pressed and sorted, clothing is distributed in
balanced amounts to some dozen or more villages. With a
smile of appreciation, a volunteer or group takes it from there.

Warming the Mind. Eight years ago some of the elves took
note of literacy challenges facing youth in our communities.
Operation Santa Claus added books to the gift list. When
Santa arrives, whether aboard a C-130 Hercules or his UH-60
Blackhawk helicopter, he can be seen delivering large boxes of
books to school or community librarians — more than 8,000
books — new or lightly read — each year.

Title Wave Books has handled the bulk of the book mission
for five years. Three years ago, Scholastic Books began helping
as well. Cook Inlet Books and many others have helped along
the trail.

All of this is a key part of the Guard’s Literacy Project
focused in rural Alaska. The Elmendorf AFB Chapel
Community continues to provide significant seed money that
yields dynamic returns with the literacy efforts. Artique
Limited, K-BEAR—FM, Alaska National Guard Officer’s
Association and the Enlisted Association make generous
donations. Many others kindly donate time, effort and
products in support of Santa’s journey each year.

Supplying the Basics. In the past three years, Alaska USA
Federal Credit Union, Southside Bistro, Office Depot, Allen &
Peterson, several local auto dealers, various church organiza-
tions, private individuals and youth organizations including the
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and Campfire have continued to help
build-up the level of school supplies for rural youngsters.

The Goodies — and then some. Fresh fruit, bottled water,
and candy canes are among the more prized items found in the
‘Goody Bags’ that the elves give to children who are in line
awaiting an opportunity of a personal visit with Santa and Mrs.
Claus. Thanks to Coca Cola, Rick’s American Café, Food
Service of America and many, many others. m
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WWII Alaska Territorial Guard Members Recognized —

Story and Photo by Specialist Kelsea Vandergriff, 117th MPAD

First Among Equals. Fifty-seven years after an estimated 6,500 members of the Alaska Territorial Guard completed their service to Alaska, Sam Herman, Sr. was the first to
receive his official military discharge certificate at an outdoor gathering at the WWII Memorial in downtown Anchorage. He was just 12 years old when he joined the Alaska Territorial
Guard. Here he salutes Major General Craig E. Campbell, while Senator Lisa Murkowski and Colonel (Retired) Bob Goodman look on. Officials believe that there are less than 300 former

ATG members surviving.

CAMP DENALLI...As we celebrated
Alaska Day, Oct. 18, more than 6,500
veterans finally received recognition for
serving in the Alaska Territorial Guard
during WWII so that we, as future gen-
erations of Alaskans, would experience
freedom and security.

“There are approximately 300
surviving members of the Alaska
Territorial Guard (ATG),” said Major
General Craig E. Campbell, Adjutant
General for the Alaska National Guard.
“It was a disgrace as members passed
away without being recognized as ATG
Veterans of WWII. | am elated to
announce that from this point on, there
will never be another Alaskan who does
not receive the appropriate recognition.”

For more than 30 years, members
of the Alaska National Guard have been
trying to get federal discharge authority
and recognition for members of the ATG
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who served between 1942 and 1947 to
defend our state against Japanese invasion
during WWII. The ATG is also the
recognized progenitors of the modern
Alaska Army and Air National Guard.

In 2000, Senator Ted Stevens had
Public Law 106-259 added to Title 38.
In December 2002, upon taking office,
Governor Frank Murkowski made ATG
recognition one of his top priorities.
Subsequently, Campbell appointed Bob
Goodman as special project officer to
both reach out to identify and locate
ATG veterans.

Goodman, along with Senator
Charlie Huggins, who was the State
Veterans Affairs Coordinator at the time,
received numerous applications. A board
of officers reviewed the submissions and
recommended Campbell approve them.
The approved applications were
promptly forwarded to the Department

of the Army so discharge certificates and
transcripts of military record could
be produced.

Senators Stevens and Lisa Murkowski
greatly aided the enterprise this past
summer by directly requesting immediate
action from the Secretary of the Army
when the recognition effort got bogged
down. Completed Discharge Certificates
and transcripts were completed for an
initial 23 members of the Alaska
Territorial Guard and forwarded for
presentation.

“These members will receive their
long overdue honorable discharges
from the Army and a big Thank You
from Alaskans across the country,”
Campbell said.

To receive certificates, former ATG
members may submit applications to
Jerry Beale, with the Alaska Department
of Military & Veterans Affairs. m
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Preserving the Land: Citizens & Soldiers

Guard’s Transformation Extends to Environmental Management

Defending Homeland Means Stewardship of Land, Waterways, Improving Operations and Training

Story by Rick Brietenfeldt with photos by Mark Heayn, National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Virginia...As Guard
leaders in each of the 54 states and
territories put their heads together to
learn more about how to embrace a new
federally mandated environmental man-
agement system (eMS), one common
message continues to emerge — it’s all
about mission readiness.

“Our goal is to actively promote
mission readiness by continually upgrad-
ing environmental performance,” said
Lieutenant Colonel Jerry Walter, chief of
the environmental programs division for
the Army Guard. “We want to improve
the way environmental management
supports the mission.”

The Guard has been actively pursuing
ways to meet the requirements of the
environmental management system since
President Bill Clinton signed the order
requiring all federal agencies implement
back in 2000.

Stewards with Energy Resources.
Sergeant Mike Cortez, a heavy mobile equipment
mechanic with the Alaska Army National Guard, stores
used vehicle batteries for everything from Hummers to
Arctic-unique tracked rigs such as the Small Unit
Support Vehicle known as SUSVs, or the always popular
snowmachine.
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Executive Order 13148, called
“greening the government through leader-
ship in environmental management” has
been the driving force behind the Guard’s
efforts to integrate this management
system into everyday operations. The
new environmental management system
takes effect Dec. 31, 2005.

For Alaska, “by adopting this
Environmental Management System
and better managing the environmental
impacts from our operations, we
ultimately enhance mission readiness
through the ability to provide realistic
training,” said Bill Vagt, environmental
program manager for the Alaska Army
National Guard and Chairman of the
National Guard Bureau’s environmental
management committee.

“Implemented correctly, eMS will
lead to substantive changes,” Vagt said.
“If we do it right the first time, we won’t

have to keep retaking the same hill.”

In the Army Guard, each state and
territory as well as two additional sepa-
rate training facilities in Massachusetts
and Idaho are developing their own
specific eMS.

The Guard, according to Walter,
“already has many strong environmental
programs that include key elements of an
environmental management system,” but
added, “more could be done.”

“The importance of the Guard’s
mission and transformation demands a
commitment to continual improvement in
management practices,” Walter said. “We
have to use our best environmental
management practices to enhance the
Guard’s overall mission.”

According to Lieutenant Colonel
Brian Rogers, strategic planning officer
for the Army Guard’s environmental
programs division, eMS is a continual

Recycling Equals Reuse. Sergeant Joel Duggins, an automotive mechanic with the Alaska Army National
Guard, recycles antifreeze to be reused for other operations at the Combined Support Maintenance Shop at Camp Denali,

on Ft. Richardson.
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Innovative Approaches. Sergeant Ramon Nichols supports mission readiness by focusing on pollution
prevention and demonstrating innovative approaches to maintenance operations with the Alaska Army National Guard.

cycle of planning, implementing, reviewing and improving the processes and actions of
the Guard.

“Enviornmental Management System shifts the environmental focus from a
defensive, reactive posture to one that is proactive and based on sound planning and
decision making,” Rogers said. “This ensures that the Guard remains ready, reliable, and
accessible by optimizing training lands and conducting realistic and effective training.”

Rogers also said eMS may offer the Guard many additional benefits including
a reduction in the recurring cost of environmental compliance, increased worker safety,
a cleaner working environment, increased operational readiness and improved
community relations.

Training is being offered for key leaders and well as members of teams of soldiers
and airmen representing major functional areas such as operations and training,
maintenance, logistics and personnel support. And additional training is currently being
developed to reach each and every Guardsman.

The current mindset of our troops is to accomplish the mission first and then come
back and dispose of or recycle any waste materials or by-products associated with the
mission, said Lieutenant Colonel Janet Noble, deputy human resources officer with the
South Carolina National Guard.

The new mindset, according to Noble, is to revise the way we complete the mission
so we eliminate, reduce, or reuse the waste or by-products without compromising the
mission’s success, and wherever possible, to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of
mission accomplishment.

“We’re changing the course and taking out good ideas and applying them,” said
Lieutenant General Roger Schultz, director of the Army National Guard. “In the end,
it’s about a soldier — preparing them for battle focused duty and wartime missions. It’s a
balance between our environmental priorities and mission readiness.”

“Environmental management is everyone’s responsibility,” said Eileen Chabot,
eMS manager for the New Hampshire National Guard. “We want the ‘e’ on eMS to
stand for everyone.” m
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Community
"A church without walls releasing
the kingdom of God by carrying the

light of Chirist into the darkness."
~lsatiah 52:10

Services
6:00 p.m. (Parkside)
9:00 & 11:00 a.m.

{Lakeside/Parkside)

Sat.

Sun.

Wed.

*Different children's programs during each service

7:00 p-m. (Lakeside)

www.faithchristiancommunity.org

LAKESIDE CAMFPUS
4240 Wisconsin = (West Anchorage)

243-1777

PARKSIDE CAMPUS
7801 E. -31:_1& Ave. [East:-m_-.cham;g}
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Employer Support for the Guard and Reserve

Your Job is Secure!

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve. . . ... 1-800-336-4590 — www.esqgr.org

As a uniformed service member, you have rights under the Uniformed Services
Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA), Title 38, Chapter 43, United
States Code.

Your Rights:

v Military leave of absence (up to five years of voluntary service).

v Prompt reinstatement back into your job.

v Accumulation of seniority, including pension plan benefits.

v Reinstatement of health insurance, regardless of pre-existing conditions.

v Training or retraining of job skills, including accommodations for disabled.
v Protection against discrimination.

Your Responsibilities:

v Before Reporting for Duty . .Provide prior notice to employer (preferably in writing).
v While Performing Duty . ................... Serve under honorable conditions.
v/ After Release fromDuty .................. Return to work in a timely manner.

Reemployment Timetable:
Less than 31 days of service:
— Report next workday after safe travel home and 8 hours of rest.

31-180 days of service:
— Apply for reinstatement within 14 days of release from active duty.

Over 180 days of service:
— Apply for reinstatement within 90 days of release from active duty.

How to Resolve an Employment Issue:

Inform your unit/military chain of command.

Contact ESGR (1-800-336-4590, ncesgr-ombud@osd.mil or www.esgr.org).

If not resolved, contact the Department of Labor (1-866-4-usa-dol or www.dol.gov).
May consult a private attorney (at own expense, precludes ESGR assistance).

How to Recognize a Supportive Employer:

Nominate them for an award from ESGR.

Go to the ESGR web site at; www.esgr.org.

Click on “Military Members” and then “Patriot Award.”

Fill out and submit the Patriot Award nomination form right on line!

Other Helpful Web Sites:
www.tricare.osd.mil/reserve, information on TRICARE coverage.

www.sba.gov/vets, information for small business owners.
www.soc.aascu.org, information for college students.

www.usmilitary.about.com/od/sscra, Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA).

www.militaryonesource.com, on-line counseling, information and resources.
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Not Just Letters Home...

Writing About the Wartime Experiences

Story by Staff Sergeant Ken Denny, 117th MPAD

For centuries soldiers and families
have written of their wartime experiences
through letters, memoirs, essays,
journals, poetry, novels and books. Most
writers have had no previous experience.
All come from varied backgrounds, each
has stories to tell.

The National Endowment for the Arts
sponsored a program called Operation
Homecoming: Writing the wartime
experience, a program designed for
military members and their families that
came to Ft. Richardson this fall.

“Write everything down,” said Evan
J. Wallach, federal judge and writer, who
spoke at the seminar. “Experiences are
the same, but the way they are perceived
is different.”

“There are things that you will run
into throughout your life that will
stimulate your memory: smells, sounds,
photographs, even pieces of letters or
packages in the bottom of a rucksack
will be memory triggers,” said Wallach,
who served as an enlisted infantryman
during Vietnam.

The human experience during war
varies from soldier to soldier and from
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person to person, each individual has a
unique view of war. We cannot tell the
story of our nation’s history without
telling the stories of our wars.

Good writers write about what they
experienced, what they saw, how it felt,
tasted, smelled and what was happening
in the chaos around them.

“It’s an exercise of reducing an expe-
rience to its purest form,” he said as he
recalled a time in Vietnam when his unit
was under attack. “I was trying to hug
Mother Earth, but discovered the buttons
on my b