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Alaska Air Guard rescue trains in Homer waters

HOMER, Alaska — The 210th, 211th, and 212th Rescue Squadrons of the Alaska Air Guard’s 176th Wing
trained on water rescue tactics here Sep. 30 to Oct. 1, along with a boat crew as support personnel.

Continuous rescue scenario training ensures solidified expertise in both peacetime and wartime search-
and-rescue missions. Here in Alaska, water rescues are one of the many complex scenarios rescue
personnel must contend with.

“Our commitment to rescue is 24/7, 365, non-stop,” said Maj. Jay Casello, the on-scene commander and
combat rescue officer with the 212th RQS. “We have to train hard in very challenging environments to
be ready to save lives.”

The Wing’s ‘rescue triad’ performed both day and night missions, including personnel jumps and cargo
drops on a moving target, flying night water operations, visual search for casualties, and drop zone
control for safety and situation management.

Teamwork is a significant piece of smooth operations.

“It takes a lot of hard work from Airmen all through the Wing to make these rescue missions and
training successful,” Casello said. “After over 20 years in personnel recovery, | believe the guardian
angel, HC-130 and HH-60 rescue squadrons work better together here in Alaska than anywhere else in
the Air Force.”

The Alaska rescue squadrons average six water training scenarios a year in a range of weather
conditions.
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1. Attached pdf includes story and a small selection of low-resolution photos for viewing on screen.
2. DVIDS link includes story and selected full-resolution photos. (Primarily for media, DVIDS is also
generally accessible from .mil computers for individual users.)
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/177937/alaska-air-guard-rescue-trains-homer-waters
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A pararescueman from the 212th Rescue
Squadron moves towards a moving target in
Homer, Alaska, Sep. 30, 2015, as part of rescue
water training. The 210th, 211th, and 212th
Rescue Squadrons of the Alaska Air Guard’s
176th Wing trained on water rescue tactics
Sep. 30 to Oct. 1. (U.S. Air National Guard
photo by Tech. Sgt. N. Alicia Halla.)
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An HC-130 front the 211th Rescue Squadron
drops signal flares in Homer’s inner bay as part
of rescue water training Sep. 30, 2015. The
210th, 211th, and 212th Rescue Squadrons of
the Alaska Air Guard’s 176th Wing trained on
water rescue tactics Sep. 30 to Oct. 1. The
Wing’s ‘rescue triad’ performed both day and
night missions including personnel jumps and
cargo drops on a moving target, flying night
water operations, visual search for casualties,
and drop zone control for safety and situation
management. (U.S. Air National Guard photo
by Tech. Sgt. N. Alicia Halla.)
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Maj. Jay Casello, a combat rescue officer with
the 212th Rescue Squadron, checks the wind
speed in Homer, Alaska, Sep. 30, 2015, for
safety conditions of rescue water training. The
210th, 211th, and 212th Rescue Squadrons of
the Alaska Air Guard’s 176th Wing trained on
water rescue tactics Sep. 30 to Oct. 1. (U.S. Air
National Guard photo by Tech. Sgt. N. Alicia
Halla.)
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