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Alaska Air National Guard deploys Airmen to Southwest Asia 
 
EIELSON AIR FORCE BASE, Alaska — Approximately 30 Alaska Air National Guard members said 
goodbye to friends, families, and co-workers Oct. 23, as they began a journey to Southwest Asia, 
traveling in support of Operations Inherent Resolve and Freedom’s Sentinel. 
 
The 168th Wing Airmen have been preparing for the deployment for several months, acquiring the 
equipment, uniforms, and training required to accomplish missions in that area of responsibility.  
 
For some of these service members, like Senior Airman Katie Saddison, this is their first deployment. For 
others, this was a return trip to Southwest Asia.  
 
“I’m looking forward to working with our crews and my counterparts,” Saddison said. “I’ve not been 
deployed before, so this first time is something I’ve been thinking about and working toward for a 
while.” 
 
Saddison, an aircrew flight equipment journeyman assigned to the 168th Operations Support Squadron, 
will have the responsibility of ensuring the flight and safety equipment is in working order, while 
confirming aircrews have the supplies necessary for any situation.  
 
Once in country, the Citizen Airmen from Alaska’s interior will provide personnel support and aerial 
refueling capabilities to U.S. Central Command and coalition forces. 
 

### 
 

PHOTOS 
1. Attached pdf includes story and a small selection of low-resolution photos for viewing on screen. 
2. Flickr link includes an event album with the complete selection of full-resolution, free downloadable 
images. (May not be accessible from all military computers.) 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/168thwingakang/albums/72157688283185504  
3. DVIDS link includes story and selected full-resolution photos. (Primarily for media, DVIDS is accessible 
from .mil computers.) https://www.dvidshub.net/news/252727/alaska-air-national-guard-deploys-
airmen-southwest-asia 
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