
  

 
MEDIA ADVISORY          Release: 18-082 
FOR Monday, Sept. 17, 2018  *5:40 a.m. at Boniface Gate* 
 
Alaska Army Guard aviators to support Hurricane Florence relief 

 
JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICHARDSON, Alaska — Soldiers and two helicopters from the Alaska Army National 
Guard’s 1st Battalion, 207th Aviation Regiment, will travel to the East Coast Monday morning to support the 
Hurricane Florence humanitarian relief effort. 
 
The 207th’s UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters are equipped with hoists and specially trained crews. The 300-foot 
hoists can carry up to 600 pounds and allow for aircrews to provide aeromedical evacuation, rescuing people, 
and retrieving and delivering equipment and supplies where landing is not possible. 
 
The 22 Soldiers will travel in an Alaska Air National Guard C-17 Globemaster III military transport aircraft with a 
crew of Air Guardsmen from the 144th Airlift Squadron. The 144th delivered Air Guard personnel, vehicles and 
equipment in support of hurricane relief efforts last week as well, and continue to support the efforts as 
tasked. 
 
The joint capabilities of the Alaska National Guard—Air Guard Airmen and Army Guard Soldiers—are trained, 
capable and ready to serve our state and nation quickly and effectively.  
 
The National Guard plays a critical role in disaster response alongside officials from state and federal agencies. 
National Guard units frequently train side-by-side with state and local emergency responders, making them 
well-suited for disaster response missions. During emergency situations, the National Guard is the first military 
responder supporting civil authorities, helping to facilitate a unified and rapid response. 
 
 

### 
 

National Guard—Always ready, always there. 
 
Details: 
What: Service members supporting Hurricane Florence relief efforts 
When: Tomorrow, Sept. 17 
Where: Joint Base Elmendorf Richardson 
Note: Media interested in attending the departure should contact Candis Olmstead at 727-1972. Please text 
or leave a voice message with name of news organization and reporter. Plan to meet at the Boniface gate 
visitor’s center at 5:40 a.m. for escort to the event. 
 
 
Please direct questions to David Bedard, (907)687-2738. 


