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1-207th Arctic Eagles clutch on to new commander 

 
JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICHARDSON, Alaska – Lt. Col. Robert Seymour ceremoniously relinquished 
command of 1st Battalion, 207th Aviation Regiment to Lt. Col. Michele Edwards in a change of command 
ceremony held at the National Guard armory, here, Oct. 13. 
 
Edwards is taking command during a time of change for the 1-207th. The unit is in the process of adding 
UH-72 Lakota helicopters and CH-47 Chinook helicopters to their fleet. Their UH-60 Black Hawk 
helicopters and C-12 aircraft counts are scheduled to double. 
 
“I can't think of a more capable officer to see through that transformation and to take this unit to the 
next level of performance than Lt. Col. Michele Edwards,” said Seymour. 
 
The transition will significantly increase the capacity to support the state and the nation in times of 
need. 
 
The 1-207th received its start in 1972 as an assault helicopter company. Several restructurings have 
occurred to build it into the current battalion. 
 
Edwards began her military career in 1995 as a supply specialist. In 2005 she transferred to the Alaska 
Army National Guard where she served as a platoon leader in the 207th AVN. 
 
“I'm honored to have the opportunity to return to aviation and lead the professional Soldiers of 1st 
Battalion, 207th Aviation Regiment,” said Edwards. 
 
Edwards is a graduate of the Ordnance Officer Basic Course, Aviation Officer Basic Course, Aviation 
Officer Advanced Course, Human Resource Management Qualification Course and the Army Command 
and General Staff Officers Course. 
 
Seymour received the Meritorious Service Medal and was inducted into the Order of Saint Michael 
during the ceremony. 
 
Edwards had her family in attendance at the change of command ceremony. Her husband, Chief 
Warrant 4 Michael Edwards, and their children Ryker and Willow. 
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PHOTOS 
1. Attached pdf includes story and a small selection of low-resolution photos for viewing on screen. 
2. Flickr link includes an event album with the complete selection of full-resolution, free downloadable 
images. (May not be accessible from all military computers.) 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/alaskanationalguard/albums/72157696572159720  
2. DVIDS link includes story and selected full-resolution photos. (Primarily for media, DVIDS is accessible 
from .mil computers.) https://www.dvidshub.net/news/296406/1-207th-arctic-eagles-clutch-new-
commander  

 
Lt. Col. Michele Edwards assumes 
command of 1st Battalion, 207th 
Aviation Regiment from Lt. Col. 
Robert Seymour during a change 
of command ceremony at the 
National Guard armory, Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska Oct. 
13, 2018. During the ceremony 
Seymour received the Meritorious 
Service Medal and was inducted 
into the Honorable Order of Saint 
Michael. (U.S. Army National 
Guard photo by Spc. Michael 
Risinger/Released) 
 
 
 

Lt. Col. Michele Edwards assumes command of 1st Battalion, 
207th Aviation Regiment from Lt. Col. Robert Seymour during a 
change of command ceremony at the National Guard armory, 
Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska Oct. 13, 2018. During 
the ceremony Seymour received the Meritorious Service Medal 
and was inducted into the Honorable Order of Saint Michael. 
(U.S. Army National Guard photo by Spc. Michael 
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Lt. Col. Robert Seymour is inducted into 
the Order of Saint Michael during a 
change of command ceremony at the 
National Guard armory, Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska Oct. 13, 
2018. Seymour relinquished command of 
1st Battalion, 207th Aviation Regiment 
to Lt. Col. Michele Edwards. (U.S. Army 
National Guard photo by Spc. Michael 
Risinger/Released) 
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