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—ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD NEWS—

1. Alaska Air Guardsmen Rescue Squadrons to deploy to Africa
KTUU by Marlise Irby/June 6

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (KTUU) - Multiple Air National Guard members are set to deploy to Africa.
According to the Alaska Air National Guard members of 210th and 212th Rescue Squadrons are
scheduled to deploy June 8th to Africa Command area of operations.

In a press release, Alaska Air National Guard officials said additional unit members deploying for this
mission departed yesterday and others are scheduled to depart Saturday night.

Airmen of 210th RQS operate the HH-60G Pave Hawk combat search and rescue helicopter.

Also, Airmen of 212th RQS are skilled parachutists, scuba divers and rock climbers responsible for
rescuing isolated U.S. and allied military members.

According to the release, support Airmen of 176th Wing will also deploy and will maintain the
helicopters and provide other support functions.

The primary mission of the Pave Hawk is to conduct daily personnel recovery operations into hostile
environments to recover isolated personnel during war and is a highly modified version of the Army
Black Hawk helicopter.
Link: https://www.ktuu.com/content/news/Alaska-Air-Guardsmen-Rescue-Squadrons-to-deploy-to-
Africa-571075051.html

—ALASKA NEWS OF INTEREST—
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2. 12 new COVID-19 cases announced by DHSS
KTUU by Marlise Irby/June 6

ANCHORAGE (KTUU) - The Department of Health and Social Services is reporting 12 new cases of COVID-
19. Total recovered cases are 382, with active cases being 144.

According to DHSS there are 10 new cases in the Kenai Peninsula, with 2 new cases in Anchorage.
Two new nonresident cases were identified yesterday in the Municipality of Anchorage, both in the
seafood industry. This brings the total nonresident cases, which are listed separately from the Alaska
cases, to 45.

There are a total of 48 hospitalizations and 10 deaths for the state.

To see more information visit the AK Covid Dashboard.

Link: https://www.ktuu.com/content/news/12-new-COVID-19-cases-announced-by-DHSS-
571075561.html

3. Hundreds peacefully protest in Palmer for Black Lives Matter after fears of clashes
KTUU by Sean Maguire/June 6

PALMER, Alaska (KTUU) - Hundreds of people gathered in downtown Palmer on Saturday, peacefully
protesting against police brutality.

“Everyone is going to remember this for the rest of their lives,” said 16-year-old Palmer High School
student and volunteer Grace Edmison.

Earlier in the week, there were concerns the event could turn ugly with clashes between protesters and
people who had pledged to come armed to protect property. Before the demonstration began,
members from both groups prayed together for peace.

“We have a lot of common ground, a lot of common ideas with what’s happening here, and | think it’s a
beautiful thing,” said Luke “L.D.” Howard, a member of Facebook group 907Freedom. The two groups
are now planning to hold a barbecue together to keep talking.

The protesters gathered before noon under the pavilion in the center of Palmer. Eden Johnson, 18, said
the protest was held to honor George Floyd after he died in Minneapolis while in police custody.

More broadly, there were calls to end racial injustice in Alaska. "We are going to be achieve so much
more when people don’t just speak out, but people vote," Johnson said.

“What’s going on with police brutality, it’s happening in the States, and it’s here in Anchorage, and
we’ve got to recognize that,” said 19-year-old Deven Jackson.

Some protesters also called for Palmer Police Department Chief Dwayne Shelton to be sacked after he
made social media posts in 2018 that referred to Black Lives Matter as a hate group.
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Across the street, a handful of counterprotesters said they were “spectating” and would act if the
protest became violent. It didn’t.

There were some heated conversations between the two groups but the incidents were isolated.

Around 1:00 p.m., the usually quiet streets of Palmer swelled with close to 2,000 protesters who
chanted, “No justice, no peace” and "hands up, don't shoot."

Alaska State Troopers and Palmer police looked on from a distance but were largely invisible.

The protest finished under the pavilion and a crowd of hundreds slowly made its way out of Palmer.
Edmison said she hoped the protest would spark a push for real racial change in Alaska. “I think that this
is not the end, it’s just the beginning,” she said.

Link: https://www.ktuu.com/content/news/Hundreds-peacefully-protest-in-Palmer-for-Black-Lives-
Matter-after-fears-of-clashes-571082091.html

—NATION/NATIONAL GUARD NEWS OF INTEREST—

4. National Guard COVID-19 Response

Soldier self-isolates, extends enlistment to protect others; Louisiana National Guard preps for Cristobal;
Nevada Guard Soldiers help with rural COVID response

Latest news articles: https://www.nationalguard.mil/coronavirus/

5. Asymptomatic spread of coronavirus is ‘very rare,” WHO says
CNBC by William Feuer, Noah Higgins-Dun/June 8

Coronavirus patients without symptoms aren't driving the spread of the virus, World Health
Organization officials said Monday, casting doubt on concerns by some researchers that the disease
could be difficult to contain due to asymptomatic infections.

Some people, particularly young and otherwise healthy individuals, who are infected by the coronavirus
never develop symptoms or only develop mild symptoms. Others might not develop symptoms until
days after they were actually infected.

Preliminary evidence from the earliest outbreaks indicated that the virus could spread from person-to-
person contact, even if the carrier didn't have symptoms. But WHO officials now say that while
asymptomatic spread can occur, it is not the main way it's being transmitted.

"From the data we have, it still seems to be rare that an asymptomatic person actually transmits onward
to a secondary individual," Dr. Maria Van Kerkhove, head of WHO's emerging diseases and zoonosis
unit, said at a news briefing from the United Nations agency's Geneva headquarters. "It's very rare."

Government responses should focus on detecting and isolating infected people with symptoms, and
tracking anyone who might have come into contact with them, Van Kerkhove said. She acknowledged
that some studies have indicated asymptomatic or presymptomatic spread in nursing homes and in
household settings.
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More research and data are needed to "truly answer" the question of whether the coronavirus can
spread widely through asymptomatic carriers, Van Kerkhove added.

"We have a number of reports from countries who are doing very detailed contact tracing," she said.
"They're following asymptomatic cases. They're following contacts. And they're not finding secondary
transmission onward. It's very rare."

If asymptomatic spread proves to not be a main driver of coronavirus transmission, the policy
implications could be tremendous. A report from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention published on April 1 cited the "potential for presymptomatic transmission" as a reason for
the importance of social distancing.

"These findings also suggest that to control the pandemic, it might not be enough for only persons with
symptoms to limit their contact with others because persons without symptoms might transmit
infection," the CDC study said.

To be sure, asymptomatic and presymptomatic spread of the virus appears to still be happening, Van
Kerkhove said but remains rare. That finding has important implications for how to screen for the virus
and limit its spread.

"What we really want to be focused on is following the symptomatic cases," Van Kerkhove said. "If we
actually followed all of the symptomatic cases, isolated those cases, followed the contacts and
guarantined those contacts, we would drastically reduce" the outbreak.

Link: https://www.cnbc.com/amp/2020/06/08/asymptomatic-coronavirus-patients-arent-spreading-
new-infections-who-says.html

6. National Guard moving out of DC as questions remain about how military handled George Floyd
protests
Military Times by Howard Altman/June 7

As demonstrations in the nation’s capital against racism and police violence have become more
peaceful, thousands of National Guard troops called in to deal with civil unrest are beginning to
file out.

But as they do, questions remain about the use of force against protesters, the role of the
military in restoring order and whether military leaders are concerned about the politicization of
the force.

Prior to that, the situation in D.C. had gotten so out of hand that the military “came right up to
edge of” bringing in active-duty troops onto the streets of D.C. to deal with violence that
resulted in looted business, burned buildings and hundreds of arrests, Army Secretary Ryan
McCarthy told reporters Sunday afternoon. In addition, five Guard troops had been injured after
being hit with bricks and other projectiles.

However, after another night of mostly peaceful demonstrations sparked by what prosecutors
say was the murder of a black man, George Floyd, by a white Minneapolis police officer,
President Donald Trump announced via a tweet Sunday morning that he had ordered “our
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National Guard to start the process of withdrawing from Washington, D.C., now that everything
is under perfect control.”

But, Trump warned, they “can quickly return, if needed.”

As of early Sunday morning, there were about 4,900 personnel from 11 states and D.C. were on
mission in support of the D.C. National Guard, Army Master Sgt. Michael Houk, a National Guard
Bureau spokesman, told Military Times after Trump’s tweet. However, the process of returning
out-of-state National Guard home has already begun, he said, adding that while most departures
can be expected throughout the week based on availability of transportation, nearby states such
as Maryland, New Jersey have already departed, or are about to depart the area.

Only about 1,500 troops were on the streets at any given time, however, with most waiting to be
deputized, get health screening and civil unrest training, said Maj. Gen. William Walker,
commanding general of the D.C. National Guard, said the media call.

The decision to begin moving Guard troops out of D.C. came after three days of “receded
violence” and a Saturday demonstration by about 45,000 people that continued that trend,
McCarthy said during the media call.

By 5 p.m. Sunday, Guard troops from Mississippi and Florida — faced with dealing with a tropical
storm in addition to ongoing COVID-19 duties — will be headed out, along with Utah and
Indiana. Those troops are expected to be gone by no later than 5 p.m. Monday, with other state
Guard troops expected to depart over the next 72 hours.

While the Guard’s role in the D.C. protests was to provide unarmed support for local and
national law enforcement and largely took place without incident, a situation involving the use
of D.C. National Guard helicopters Monday, June 1, is being investigated, McCarthy and Walker
said during the media call.

There is what’s known as a 15-6 investigation into the use of two D.C. National Guard helicopters
to disperse crowds at around 10 p.m. June 1.

Clarifying his role in the helicopter incident, McCarthy said that it was his decision to order the
D.C. National Guard to fly helicopters over protesters “to observe and report” on their activities.

Cell phone video and witness accounts show two D.C. National Guard helicopters, normally
designated for use in medical evacuations, hovering low enough to create a deafening noise,
snap some trees and spray protesters with rotor wash on Monday.

Walker said that the helicopters, marked with the Red Cross signifying their use as MEDEVAC
transports, had clearance to fly low and even land to pick up any injured. Walker, saying he did
not give the order to use the helicopters to disperse crowds, declined to offer specifics on how
that happened, adding that an investigation should be wrapped up and presented around
midweek.
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In addition, McCarthy and Walker addressed the role the National Guard played during a protest
at Lafayette Square earlier that evening in which demonstrators were hit with some form of tear
or pepper gas by Park Police.

At Lafayette Square, Walker said that Guard troops were playing a supporting role clearing the
way for Trump and other dignitaries, including Defense Secretary Mark Esper and Army Gen.
Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to visit St. John’s Episcopal Church, damaged a
day earlier by fire set by demonstrators.

Walker said that while Guard troops in Lafayette Square had been pelted with frozen water
bottles and eggs by protesters, those troops did not “use force of any kind on protesters. As far
as National Guardsmen pushing back, that did not happen. They were never aggressive, never
offensive. They took a strictly defensive posture.”

He added that National Guard troops had no tear gas or pepper gas and were not responsible for
those actions.

Both McCarthy and Walker said they did not yet know why the Park Police advanced on
demonstrators there.

McCarthy said he “did not know what triggered the Park Police to make the clearing” and that an
investigation will shine more light on what happened.

“l do not know why they advanced,” Walker said of the Park Police. “We were directed to
maintain the line.”

McCarthy said he had not spoken directly with Trump, but had received instructions from Esper
and Milley to “marshal enough personnel” to support the mission of securing federal buildings
and key monuments.

The decision to bring in additional Guard units came after several days of protests that resulted
in violence and damage.

“Sunday evening, security elements were almost overwhelmed,” McCarthy said. “You had
buildings damaged and defaced, lit on fire, people trying to get to the fence (by the White
House).”

The Guard troops “were in the second row behind law enforcement,” McCarthy said, but still
“five soldiers were hit in head with bricks. One had a severe concussion. All five were treated at
the hospital and one was sent home. It got very violent down in the park in particular.”

Walker, explaining that National Guard troops “have been protecting the capital and the nation
since 1802,” said Guard troops were “the last line of defense” supporting Park Police, Secret
Service and other law enforcement agencies.

“On a couple of occasions” protesters “penetrated our line. Our guardsmen, Army and Air, held
the line and kept people from advancing onto the White House proper.”


https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2020/06/07/a-u-turn-a-rush-to-see-trump-a-day-of-tension-and-surprise/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2020/06/07/a-u-turn-a-rush-to-see-trump-a-day-of-tension-and-surprise/

Repeating Esper’s comments about not wanting to utilize the Insurrection Act allowing active-
duty troops to participate in quelling civil unrest, McCarthy said that discussion came up because
it was unclear how quickly National Guard troops could be activated.

“We didn’t want to do it,” said McCarthy. “Once we went to that escalation it is very difficult” to
undo it. Elements of the 82nd Airborne division were “on the other side of the river, but did not
cross the line...we did everything we could not to cross that line... We had the 82nd Airborne at
Fort Belvoir. That’s how close we were.”

On June 2, the Pentagon announced it moved about 1,600 troops from multiple active duty Army
units into the National Capitol Region to support civil authorities operations.

Esper authorized the movement of an infantry battalion designated Task Force 504, assigned to
the 82nd Airborne Division’s Immediate Response Force based at Fort Bragg, North Carolina.

In addition, the U.S. Northern Command commander authorized the move of the 16th Military
Police Brigade headquarters from Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and the 91st Military Police
Battalion from Fort Drum, New York. The brigade provides a command and control element for
the battalion, which primarily provides military police and engineering capability.

The New York Times has reported that military officials said that the National Guard’s aggressive
approach to crowd control was prompted by a pointed threat from the Pentagon: If the Guard
was unable to handle the situation, then active-duty military units, such as a rapid-reaction unit
of the 82nd Airborne Division, would be sent into the city.

Senior Pentagon officials, including Milley, were trying to persuade President Trump that active-
duty troops should not be sent into the streets to impose order, and that law enforcement and
National Guard personnel could contain the level of unrest.

On Monday night, both McCarthy and the Army’s chief of staff, Gen. James C. McConville,
pressed Walker, the commanding general of the District of Columbia National Guard, to increase
his forces’ presence in the city, according to a senior Defense Department official, the Times
reported.

However, during the Sunday press conference, McCarthy and Walker both said they did not feel
pressured by the White House to step up a response to the protests.

As for the decision to begin removing National Guard troops from D.C., McCarthy said while he
made the decision, “I still have to get concurrence when making the decision from the secretary
of defense and, ultimately, the president. He is in charge.”

Unlike the decision to redeploy troops from combat zones, McCarthy said that “every time |
make a decision, | have to get concurrence” from Esper or Trump.

The issue of bringing the Guard and active duty troops in to deal with protesters raised a lot of
guestions about whether the military was being politicized by the White House.
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Many senior military leaders raised their voices against racism and in support of the
constitutional right to peaceful protest, while many retired leaders, like former Defense
Secretary James Mattis, castigated Trump for his use of the military.

On the ground, National Guard troops were seen taking a knee with protesters, shaking hands
or dancing. Elsewhere, the Ohio and Massachusetts National Guard sent troops packing. In the
case of Ohio because one guardsman had expressed sympathies to white supremacist groups
and the case of Massachusetts because a guardsman took to social media expressing his desire
to shoot protesters.

“We are not allowed to protest in uniform,” McCarthy said. “But you see the emotions in the
country. In many cases, protesters were hugging soldiers. It is a complex and difficult time. We
are a reflection of the country. We are Americans. Anger and frustration leads to the point
where people are throwing bricks and burning things. It makes it very challenging."

McCarthy said he and Walker "drove all over the city, talking to soldiers and telling them to keep
your cool, keep your cool and continue to keep the temperature down. People are angry and
frustrated, as they should be, and we are working really hard with that. We are doing the best
we can to keep our cool, but we don’t want soldiers to protest in uniform.”

After the Lafayette Square incident, both Esper and Milley were among military leaders touring
D.C. to talk with National Guard troops.

With so many questions raised about how the military has responded, McCarthy said he and
Walker expect to testify before the House Armed Services Committee Monday or Tuesday.

“I've been intimately involved in the process and can explain a lot of the decisions,” he said
when asked why neither Esper or Milley are testifying. “General Walker, as the commander, was
pretty well-suited to explain our actions” that took place between May 29 and June 7.

Neither Esper nor Milley “refused” to testify before the HASC, Navy Cmdr. Sean Robertson, a
Pentagon spokesman, said last week.

“The DoD legislative affairs team remains in discussion with the HASC on this request. In the
meantime, DoD has committed to provide Army Secretary McCarthy, Army Chief of Staff Gen.
McConville, and DC National Guard Commanding General Maj. Gen. Walker to brief the
committee next week on the presence of the National Guard in Washington, D.C., this past
week.”

Link: https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2020/06/07/national-guard-moving-out-of-
dc-as-questions-remain-about-how-military-handled-george-floyd-protests/

*This is a product for internal use. It is a snap shot of media coverage (favorable, unfavorable, true,
false) and not a validation by the PA office.
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